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A Proclamation for Reformation of the great 


abuſes in Weights and Meaſures, and for the due 
execution of the Office of Clerke ofthe Market of Our Houſhold, 
and throughout Our Realme of England. 


— ilereas by che Lawes and Statutes of this Our Realme of 


England, there ſhould be but one Weight and one Meaſure th:ough- 
I APN} out the whole Nealme yet neuertheleſſe Me are infoꝛmed that there 
are at this day in Cities, Burroughs, and Coꝛpoꝛate Townes, and 
in many other parts and plates ofthis Our Realme (eſpecially in the 
ANoꝛthecne and Weſterne parts, and in Our Counties Palatine of 
Lancaſter and Durham, and Dominion of wales, falſe and des 
| ceitfull uBeights and Meaſures of different contents one from ans 
other. a * diſagreeing from Our Standard, appointed to be the 
ä l rule and direction foz them: Aud whereas nee are allo info:med, 
that many Vnconſcionable- perſons , haue, and doe vſe ſeuerall 
Weights and Meaſures, with the greater to buy, and with the leſſer to ſell; and doe alſo bſe 
falſe and deceitfull beames and ballances, tothegreatioſſeand defraudingof Our Dublects,and 
eſpecially of the poozer ſozt,who are moſtſenſible of the ſame : 
And whereasthe Clerke of Hur Market, by the Lawes andSfatutes of this — 
by his Oſfice to enquire of theſayde abuſes, and to puniſh and reloꝛme the ſame, and ought a 
to let reaſonable and indifferent Rates and Pꝛiles vpon Uictuals and other pꝛouiſions, chiefly 
in times of Our Pꝛogreſſe; and to fozeſee that the ſame bee wholeſome and of good condition 
and qualitie in their leuerall ſoꝛts, and ought alſo to inflict al well pecuntarie as cozpozall pu⸗ 
niſhment vpon the Offendours; actoꝛding to the ſeuerall qualities and degrees of their : 
And whereas complaint hath beene made vnto Us ok the great negligence vſed in the = 
tion of the ſaid Office ; partly, foz that diners which are truſted as Deputies to exetute the 
aue beene hitherto ignoꝛant what their Power and Authoꝛitie is, and partly, becauſe diuers or 
them haue bene very tareleſſe, and remiſſe, and reſpecting onely their ownepztuate gaines, extoꝛt 
vntuſt Fees, andeither fo: fauour oz reward ſpare the Offenders, and neglect the publike Her⸗ 
nice where with they are truſted. = _—- 
wee therefoꝛe hauing taken the Pꝛemiſſes into conſideration, and fozeſeeing how much the 
plentie ofthis Reabne might be increaſed, and the frauds and abuſes now generally vled in buy- 
ing and ſelling, ( eſpectally by Yune-keepers and Uictuallers ) might bee ſuppzeſled , if the 
Cierke ot Our Market by htmſelfe,o2 by honeſt and diſcreet Deputies did daligentiy and faithfully 
intend the execution ofthe ſaid Office: And woe deſiring nothing moze (after the eſtabliſhing of 
true Religion , and the Serutce of Almighty God) then by all good meanes to further and ad- 
nance the Peace and Plenty of Our louing Subiects, haue thought fit by this Pur Royall Pꝛo⸗ 
clamation , to publiſh and make knowen to all Our loutng Sudiects, aſwell, what by the 
Lawes and Statutes of this Realme ſhould and ought to bee perfozmed by the Clerke of Pur 
Market and his Deputies, as what Fees they maywſtly require and take, and what courſes 
they ſhould hold foꝛ the better execution of their Seruice , and what Accompt Mee expect , and 
haue determined to require at their hands, concerning this Deruice hereafter. 
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Firſt, Mee doe hereby lignifie and declare, that the Office of the Clerkeof Our Market, (be 
ing a very ancient Office of Our Crowne) by the Lawes and Statutes of Our Realme, ought 
to enquire of all abuſes in weights, Weames, Ballances., and Meaſures; and ought alſo to 
enquire of all Falſities, deceipts and abuſes in the Trades of Millers, Bakers, Bꝛewers, 
Uinteners, Jane-keepers, ANlehouſe-keepers, Cookes, Uictuallers, Fiſhmongers, Butchers, 
Chandelers, Grocers, Merters, Clothiers, Clothwozkers, Weauers, Tatlours, Bzokers, 
Tanners, Shooemakers, Smiths, Glouers, White-tawers, Maulſters, Cozne-maſters, 
Colliers, Woodmongers, and generally of all other Artificers, Tradeſmen, and other perſons 
—— hauing oz vling weights oꝛ Mealures, alwell to pꝛeuent deceipts and frauds, as to 
punilh the lame. ; 

Alſo he ought toſearchandinquire, that all Uictuals and other things put to ſale by them, 
fo: the ſuſtenance oz ble of mans body, and all pzomſions foz their Hozſes o2 their Cattell be whol- 
ſome, and of good qualitie, and that their Panufactures be well and wozkemanlike made and 
wꝛought, and that they ſell at, and foꝛ reaſonable and moderate gaines, and not at bnreaſona- 
ble and exceſſine p2ices. 

And further, That they ought eſpecially to inquire of, and puniſh all Fozeſtallers, Ingroſ⸗ 
ſers, and Regratozs, who by their inoꝛdinate deſire of gaine, doe inhaunſe the paices of all things 
vendible, to the detap and ouerthꝛow of all publique and open Markets, and the hinderante of 
all Lraffique and Commerce betweene man and man; and to the intent that the Clerke of Our 
Market may put in due execution that power, which by the Law is giuen vnto him, foꝛ the fur- 
therance of Mur Serutce, and the ſeruice of Our Common wealth; Wee doe will and ſtrattly 
commaund, That the Clerke of our Market, and his Deputies , doe from hencefoo:th with all 
diltgence execute the ſayd Office in all places, aſwell within the Uerge, in the times of Hur P20- 
greſſe, that our Nobles, Seruants, Traine,and Suitoꝛs attending vpon our n,and Court 
may be well and honeſtly vſed and demeaned.as in all other plates and parts ot this our Nealme 
whatſoeuer; And that from hentekoꝛth hee keepe his Seſſions by himſelife,oz his ſufficient De⸗ 
putie oꝛ Deputies, onte in euer peere at the leaſt, in the ſeuerall Counties ot this Our Realme, 
and in as many places ot euery Count, as ſhall be moſt conuenient foz the generallperfozmance of 
the Seruite, and eaſe of Our people: And that he oꝛ they giue knowledge in wꝛiting ofthe Times 

and places, when and where their Seſſions halbe heid by Pzecept, vnder Our Seale ot the 
ſayd Office, to bee directed to the high Conſtables within the circuit ofthe Seſſions, a conuenient 
time befoze ſuch Seſſions are to bee held: And that one oꝛ moze of the Juſtices of the Peace of 
the Countte, inhabiting within the cirtuit of that Seſſions, may vpon reafonable notice bee pꝛe⸗ 
ſent at euery Seſſions, the better to aſſiſt the Clerke ofthe Market, and to ſee Juſtice equally and 
indifferentiy executed : And that theClerke of Our Market, and his Deputies, doe diligently in- 

quire by the Mathes of twelue men atthe leaſt, to betmpannelled,returned,and\wozne by him oz 
them, in ſuch maner as antiently they haue bene actuſtomed, ot all Offences committed within the 
Pꝛecinct of that Seſſions contrary to the Lawes,and inqutrable by them. | 

And that the chiete Conſtables ofthe Hundꝛeds andthe pettie Conſtables of euerp Pariſh, 
and all other inhabitants there ſhall vpon their Hathes, (being thereunto required by Our 
Clerke of Pur Market, oꝛ his Deputy) giue euidente to the Jurie ſo to bee impannelled. And 
becauſe Me are infoꝛmedthat the greateſt deceipts and abuſes are committed, in Cities, Bour⸗ 
roughs and Townes Coꝛpoꝛate, by the chiefe Officers there, who ought to refozme themſelues 
and others within their leueral Juriſdictions: Our expꝛeſſe wil e Commandement is that they 
take ſpetiall knowledge of our pleaſure herein, and bend themſelues to a ſpeedie Nefoꝛmation 
and Conkoꝛmitie thereunto: And woe Will and command Hur Clerke of Our Market, and his 
Deputies to giue vs, oz Our Counteli true Pnfo2mation of ſuch perſons as ſhall be found re⸗ 
miſſe oꝛ refractarie herein, To the ende that they may be pꝛoceeded againſt in ſuch a courſeas 
their contempt ſhall deſerue. | | 

And becauſe we are infoꝛmed, that the Buyers (the poozer ſoꝛt eſpetially) are much pinched 
by ſleights and deteipts ved in meaſuring: Mee doe therefkoze hereby command the Clerke of 
Our Market, and his Deputiestn all their Seſſions, to make carefulland diligent enqutrie of 
all ſuch falſities and deceipts, and that they ſuppꝛeſſe all hooped Mealures, which are oꝛ may be 
remooued deceiptfully at pleaſure. And we doe charge and command, that no Inholder oꝛ Hoſt⸗ 
ler, bſe any meaſure of Straw , 02 Wicker, oꝛ double Meaſure, toſell, oz vtter their Pzouender 
by: noꝛ vſe any Hoſterie meaſure, but ſuch as ſhalbe ed t ſealed by Pur Clerke of Our Mar- 
ket. And that eneryofthem haue ſuch a ſealed Meaſure, continuallyhanging by achaine at the 
dooꝛe of their Hoſterie, æ all the reſt of their Meaſures in their Hoſteriesto be anſwerable there- 
unto, e lealed, that ſo theTraneller, oz Paſſenger may not be deteined of his due meaſure. And 
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further, that there be no weights. o2 Meaſures vſed, byany perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener, but 
ſuch ashall beofſuch matter and ſubſtance, as are lit to reteiue and retaine the impzeſſion of Our 
Deale,andſuch as ſhallbeſizedby our Standard, and ſealed as afozeſaid, and accozdingly aliow⸗ 
ed and ſealed by Our Clerke of Hur Market. And that no perſon oz perſons whatſoeuer,doe buy 
H2 ſell, by any other weights oz Meaſures, noꝛ vent their Commodities otherwile, but by ſuch 
ſealed weights and mealures as afoꝛeſaid. | | 
And Wee doe ſtraitly charge and commaund Hur Clerke of Our Market, and his Deputies, 
that when any offence ſhall be diſcouered, and duely found out bythem oz any of them, that 
hee oꝛ they doe not neglect noꝛ omit (either foꝛ fauour oꝛ reward) to aſſeſſe reaſonable Fines, 
and other puniſhments vpon the offenders, actoꝛding to the natures e qualities of their offences, 
and the condition ofthe offendours; And the ſame being fo aſſeſſed, that hee and they cauſe the 
ſame to bee dul eſtreated and lemed vpon the offendours, foz the vſe of Us, Our HeiresandDucs 
cellours, byluch wates and meanes, as by the Tawes and Dtatutesof this Our Realmeare 
warranted and appointed, and that heerein they kalle not, as they tender Our high diſpleaſure, oꝛ 
Would auotde that puniſhment which their negligence herein ſhall delerue. And becauſe Pur 
Clerke of the Market of Dur Houlholde, and his Deputies, may bee encouraged to execute 
their places with diligence and integritie, and may haue their iuſt and reaſonable Fees allowed, 
and may not exatt vntuſt Fees oꝛ Rewards, to the griefe oz oppꝛeſſion of Our loning Dubtects; 
Wee haue thought fit heerewithall to limit and expꝛeſſe the due Fees, which he oz his Deputies 
onely (and none other ſuch Dfficer ) may require and take, as the ſame haue bene lately ex⸗ 
atntned and app2ooued of, by the Toꝛds and others Our Dfficers of Our Greenecloth, and 


ſo remame recoꝛded in Our Counting houſe; a Schedule whereof wee haue Hhereuntoannexed, 


And ik it ſhall happen Sur ſaid Clerke oz any of his Deputies, in the execution of their ſaid plas 
ces, by cutting oꝛ paring any Weight oz Mealure, (hall ſpoile oꝛ impayꝛe the ſame; Our will and 
Pleaſure is, that then hee oꝛ they (hall make pꝛelent payment of the value thereof to the owner, 
02 if he ſhall directly 02 indirectly exact oꝛ take any greater Fee oꝛ reward then bythe ſaid 
dule is expꝛeſſed, vpon complaint made by any of Sur louing Sublects, finding themſelnes tuſtly 
grieued therewith, tothe Loꝛd Steward, Treaſurer, oꝛ Comptroller of ꝙ ur Houſe, the party 
offending (hall haue his delerued puniſhment, and the partie wzonged ſhall haue ſpeedie re- 
compence foꝛ the ſame. | 
And to the intent that Our Dernice may be the better perfozmed, we ſtraitly charge and tom⸗ 
mand Our Clerke of Our Market, that hee make no Deputy from hencefozth, but ſuch as ſhall 
bee of ſuffitientie c ability to perfoꝛme the place, and which ſhall nothimlſelfe be either Utntener, 
Inne: holder, Uictualler, oz other Tradeſman, vling the Trade of Buping and Selling : And 
that this Pur pꝛotlamation fo: the better inſtructing of all Pur loning Subiects, ſhall befoze 
the Feaſt of All Saints now nextcomming, bee pzoclaimed in euery Market Townethzoughoue 
Our Realme, and bee hanged vp and faſtened in a Table in euery Marketplace by an Officer, 
where it may tontinue to be ſeene and read by any that will, ; 
And further, That it ſhall be read in eneryPariſh Church befoze the ſaid Feaſt of All Saints 
next comming, in a fit time and ſpace, betweene the beginning and ending of Common Pꝛaper 
bpon the Sunday oꝛ Holy day, by the Miniſter oꝛ Clerke ofthe Church, and ſo from thencefo:th 
once at euery Feaſt of the Annunctation of the bleſſed Uirgin Mary, and onte at euery Feaſt of 
Saint Michael the Arch-angel, by the ſpace of Fine peeres next comming ; and ſhall be hanged vp 
and pꝛeſerued in euery Church ina Table, to be ſeene and read at all times by any that will. And 
that the defaults of Officers, Miniſters, Clerkes, and Church · wardens in this behalfe, halbe en⸗ 
quired of, and puniſhed by Our Juſtites of Alſize, and Juſtices ofPeace in their Seſſions, accoz- 
ding to their diſcretions, as contemners of our Royall commandement. And Wee doe ſtraitly 
will and command, That all Our JuſticesofAllize, Juſtites of Peace. Sheriffes, QurClerke 
ofthe Market, his Deputie oz Deputies, and all Mayozs, Batliffes, and other Officers of Cities, 
Boꝛoughs. Liberties and Townes cozpozate, high Conſtables, petty Conſtables, Tiching men. 
and other Our Officers and Miniſters, in all places whereſoeuer , doe cauſe this pꝛeſent Pꝛocla⸗ 
mation to be duely executed, and to bee from time to time —— their vttermoſt, 
vnto Our Clerke of Our Market, and his Deputtes, in the due execution of his Office , as they 
tender Our Seruite herein, the Common wealth of this Realme, and Hur high diſpleaſure. 


Giuen at White · hall, the ſecond day of February, in the Sixteenth yeere of Our Reigne of England, France and 
Ireland, and of Scotland the two and Fiftieth. 
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1A S ene of the Fees due to the Clerks of f the We of his 
Maieſties moſt Honorable Houſhold, and all England, for the execution of bi 
his Office, ſer forthin eAnno regni Regis [ac 081 eAnghe Ce. xiiij. 


ANNO Doux. 1616. 


—Jrſt, foꝛ ſealing of ene — buthen, fozentring thelame,withthe name anddwellingplace 


_ ofthe Owner thereo 
Item foꝛ ſealing of euery halfe buſhell, foz entring theſame, the Owners name, and ode 


place. 
Item, foꝛ new Sealing of euery leſſer Meaſure oꝛ weight, fo: entring the ſame, with e 
and dwelling places of the Owners thereof, l. d. 
Item, fo2 recoꝛding of euery Utctuallers name, his dwelling plate, and for betwing and examina⸗ 
— of * Uictuailers Ale and Beere Mealures, be they neuer ſo many, and foꝛ 
ntring the fam ti. d. 
Item, foꝛ retoꝛding ofenery Inholders and Uintners name, anddwelling place, and foz views 
ing, oꝛ examination of euery particuler Pnholders and Uintners Ale and Beere, Wine, and 
Holtery Meaſares, be they neuer ſo many, andfo2 entringtheſame, ll. d. 
Item, foꝛ reco2ding of the names and dwelling plates of enery Butcher, Grorer, Chandeller, 
Mercer, Dꝛaper, E lothier, oꝛ any other perſon,entringofalltheir Weiabts, Mealures, Elles, 
Pards, Beames and Wallances, and fo2 trying and examination of the ſame, bee they neuer 


ſo many. .d. 
Item, foꝛ new Sealing of euery Elle oꝛ Bard, at both ends, entring the ſame, with n 


and dwelling plates of the owners thereof, 
Item, foꝛ Trying and examination ot euery Buſhellfozmerly ſealed, entringrhe lame with the the 


name and dwelling place of the owners thereof, 
Item, foꝛthe Trying oꝛ examination ofenery leſſer Meaſure fogmerly Sealed, entring of th - | 
Item. 10m 2 the —— and — — of =_ _— thereof. , 
em, fo: Trying and examination Meaſure o perſonoꝛperſous, 
hall be found repugnant vnto his Pate atetties Standard, which ſhall challten rfnopprſons, cha 
a leſſer weight oꝛ Meaſure, oꝛ ſhall buy any Commodities by agreater Lachen elne 


the deteipt ofthe Dublects. 
God laue the King. 


Imprinted at London by um Norton and 


lohn Bill, Printers g che Kings moſt 
— — Maieſtie. 


Ax RO M. DO C XVIII. 


